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Ending's list,28 especially as the same form of the name,
Menestrelle, occurs in the records of the time.

It may be added, as a sequel to the execution of Eloye
Mestrell, that instructions were issued by the Privy
Council, on the 19th of May, 1578, to Lord Darcy, to
search the house of one Smithe at Harwich, who two
years previously purchased " a presse and a stampe for
dalers for ten pounds." It is not stated from whom the
press was purchased, but it is not unlikely that Eloye
Mestrell, who was tried for his offence in the neigh-
bouring county of Norfolk, was the vendor.

We will now consider what machinery was employed
at the Tower. So far as is known there is no specification
extant of the tools introduced by Mestrell, but his im-
provements were probably confined to the cutting of the
ac(inks perfectly round by means of a cutting-punch, and
Ofriking them with dies in some form of press or
ilancier. The employment of these two methods may
pe inferred from an examination of the coins themselves.
cfVith the exception of the half-sovereign, it will be found
that the coins are not marked on the edges with letters
or grainings.

As in France, so the coins struck by machinery in
England at this period are referred to in contemporary
writings as " mill-money." Shakespeare29 and Ben Jon-
son,30 as we know, speak of " mill-sixpences." The same
term was also employed in the Mint itself, as we find from
later testimony in the animadversions of the moneyers
of the Commonwealth against Peter Blondeau when, with

28  Op. tit., i 44.

29  Merry Wives of Windsor, act i scene 1.

30  Masques, The Gypsies metamorphosed.